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PAGE 01 RECIFE 00155 221431Z 

ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 /019W 

036485 221436Z/43 

P 221130Z JUL 77 
FM AMCONSUL RECIFE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5806 

UNCLAS RECIFE 0155 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: CARR 

SUB J : LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED ABROAD 
REF: STATE 169217, STATE 147704 

1 . RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN STATE 147704 AS FOLLOWS: 

A. YES. COUNSEL OF THE "PUBLIC DEFENDER" TYPE FOR ALL DEPENDENTS, 

BRAZILAN AND FOREIGN, IS PROVIDED FOR UNDER BRAZILIAN LAW. 

B. THE AVAILABILITY OF SUCH FREE COUNSEL, HOWEVER, IS RESTRICTED 
BY THE SMALL NUMBER OF PUBLIC DEFENDER LAWYERS AND BY THELARGE 
VOLUME OF CASES FACING THEM. DEPENDENTS, ALREADY ENMESHED IN A 
SLOW AND CUMBERSOME LEGAL SYSTEM, MUST OFTEN SUFFER CONSIDERABLE 
ADDITIONAL DELAYS WHILE WAITING FOR FREE COUNSEL TO BECOME 
AVAIALBLE. 

C. WHILE THE CONSULATE HAS NOT HAD ANY EXPERIENCE WITH PUBLIC 
DEFENDER TYPE LAWYERS, THE POST HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT WHERE THE 
LAWYERS ARE GENERALLY COMPETENT, THEIR ABILITY TO PROVIDE QUALITY 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE IS HANDICAPPED BY THEIR LARGE WORKLOADS AND BY A 
LACK OF SUITABLE STAFF SUPPORT. FOR THESE REASONS, QUALITY OF 
FREE LEGAL COUNSEL SEEN AS BEING SIGNIFICANTLY INFERIOR TO THAT 
PROVIDED BY PRIVATE COUNSELS. 

2. POST REGRETS LATE SUBMISSION OF THIS RESPONSE. 
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